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Dr. Dana Heller ,  Pro fessor  and Cha ir  o f  the Engl ish  
Depar tment,  w i l l  d iscuss  her  new book ,  H a i rsp ra y  
(Wiley -B lackwe l l )  A  de ta i led examinat ion o f  the f i lm o f  
the  same name and i t s  d irector ,  John Waters,  the book 
argues  tha t  the f i lm’s embedded tex ts  o f  sexua l  and 
rac ia l  po l i t ics create a range  o f  d iscuss ions ,  f rom queer  
theory  to  debates  on the postmodern Amer ican f i lm 
mus ical .  Hel l er  conc ludes  tha t  g iven the  f i lm’s 
popula r i t y  and pop cu l ture appeal ,  i t  const i tutes  
Wate rs ’  most subvers ive f i lm.  

New Art History faculty member, Dr. Vittorio 
Colaizzi will discuss his forthcoming book 
(Phaidon), Robert  Ryma n: An Imag e of I t se lf. 
In the book, Colaizzi discusses Ryman’s artistic 
process and how his use of materials such as 
white paint, screws, and tape assert the reality, 
not merely illusion, of the pictures that he 
creates. Ryman’s works are in numerous 
museums and public collections across the 
world. 


